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We Wish You Were 


“I have enjoyed the meetings I at- 
tended last season more than any- 
thing of the kind I have ever known. 
I wish I were a millionaire so as to 
contribute a sum which would put 
the Association on its feet for good.” 
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WILL THE DAWES 





REPORT SURVIVE? 





T HE charge emanating from Paris 
that the British Foreign Office has 
attempted to direct the forthcoming con- 
ference on the Dawes report along lines 
which would lead to the adoption of the 
British program, has raised a tempest 
that threatens a recurrence of some- 
thing very like the long-familiar impasse 
in Franco-British relations. 

On June 22 and 23 the British and 
French Prime Ministers held a confer- 
ence at Chequers at which it was agreed 
tocall an Allied conference on the Dawes 
report on July 16 at London. Mr. Ram- 
say MacDonald in inviting the Italian, 
Belgian and Japanese Governments to 
the conference, attached a memorandum 
of the conversation between himself and 
M. Herriot. The text of the memoran- 
dum has not yet been published, but the 
storm center is apparently the sugges- 
tion that in the event of a dispute as to 
Germany’s fulfillment of the conditions 
laid down in the Dawes report, the ques- 
tion of default and retaliatory measures 
should be referred not to the Reparation 
Commission as formerly, but to the 
World Court through the agency of the 
League of Nations. The French Nation- 
alist bloc headed by M. Poincaré is 
threatening a determined fight against 
Herriot unless he repudiates in advance 
the British suggestion which they insist 
would involve a revision of the Treaty of 
Versailles, and in this they would un- 
doubtedly have the support of many del- 
egates who would stand with Herriot on 
other questions. M. Herriot has issued 
a denial that he agreed to any such sug- 
gestion and the British Prime Minister 
has pointed out that the memorandum 
was merely a report of the conversation, 
and did not imply agreement on the part 
of Herriot. On Monday, the British 
Prime Minister, realizing that his mem- 


negotiations would make for a better 


orandum has embarrassed his French 
colleague and threatened seriously to 
undermine the improved relations be- 
tween the two countries, announced his 
intention of going at once to Paris in 
response to an urgent call from Herriot. 
Replying to interpellations in the 
House of Commons on July 7, Mr. Mac- 
Donald pointed out that the conference 
on July 16 is called to consider not the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles but the 
terms and methods of carrying out the 
Dawes report, and that therefore no sane 
government could expect such a confer- 
ence, at which only a few signatories of 
the Versailles Treaty would be present, 
to discuss alteration of the Treaty. The 
British Premier declared further that in 
the event of Germany’s default the Allies 
should certainly stand shoulder to 
shoulder in imposing responsibility upon 
her, but that the question should pro- 
perly be raised at the conference as to 
who is going to decide whether or not 
Germany has wilfully defaulted. 
British reluctance to refer the question 
of default to the Reparation Commission 
is, of course, based on the French control 
of the Commission. If the French insist 
on this point the conference may well 
prove abortive, for the British Govern- 
ment is apparently no more willing now 
than it was eighteen months ago to have 
the French alone decide what constitutes 
flagrant default, and the extent and kind 
of retaliatory measures to be under- 
taken jointly by the Allies. It is, more- 
over, the British view that Germany 
should be invited to send representatives 
to the Conference instead of being forced 
to sign a protocol in the drafting of 
which she has had no voice. In other 
words, the British believe that to make 
Germany a responsible party to all the 














will on her part to carry out the agree- 
ments; and Germany has of course no 
representation on the Reparation Com- 
mission. But there is no question as to 
the grave difficulties Herriot would en- 
counter in carrying the Chamber and 
Senate with him in any agreement to de- 
crease the powers of the Reparation 
Commission, in which France holds the 
deciding vote. 

Another breach at this time between 
France and Britain when things have ap- 
parently been progressing so favorably 
would be, in Mr. MacDonald’s opinion, 
“too horrible to contemplate.”’ The rift 
is however apparent. The value of the 
Dawes report as a successful solution 
diminishes with every week of delay. Its 
adoption by the Allies constitutes in ef- 
fect a revision of the intent of the Treaty 
of Versailles even though this aspect of 
it has not been publicly discussed or 
acknowledged. Unless the French are 
prepared, with French logic, to face this 
reality we are no farther along the road 
to a settlement than we were before 
General Dawes sailed for Europe with 
his famous pipe. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


The Progressives and International 
Relations 

HE text of the platform adopted by 

the Progressive Convention held at 
Cleveland, July 4 and 5, is commenda- 
bly short. That part which relates to 
foreign policy is so brief that it may be 
quoted in full, as follows: 


We denounce the mercenary system of 
degraded foreign policy under recent ad- 
ministrations in the interest of financial im- 
perialists, oil monopolies and international 
bankers, which has at times degraded our 
State Department from its high service as a 
strong and kindly intermediary of defense- 
less governments to a trading outpost for 
those interests and concession-seekers en- 
gaged in the exploitation of weaker nations, 
as contrary to the will of the American peo- 
ple, destructive of domestic development and 
provocative of war. We favor an active 
foreign policy to bring about a revision of 
the Versailles treaty in accordance with the 
terms of the armistice, and to promote firm 
treaty agreements with all nations to out- 
law wars, abolish conscription, drastically 
reduce land, air and naval armaments and 
guarantee public referendums on peace and 
war. In supporting this program we are 
applying to the needs of today the funda- 
mental principles of American democracy, 
opposing equally the dictatorship of plutoc- 
racy and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
The platform also calls for “common 

international action to effect the eco- 
nomic recovery of the world from the 
effects of the World War,” which is the 
first call for an economic conference to 
be embodied in a political platform, al- 
though the Republican platform claims 
credit for the report of the Dawes Com- 
mittee, which was in effect an economic 
conference of the interested powers, in- 
cluding America. 

The Editors assume responsibility for 
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Irish Envoy to Washington 

HE British Government has inform- 

ed the State Department through Sir 
Esmé Howard, British Ambassador to 
the United States, that it is desirable 
henceforth that “the handling of mat- 
ters at Washington exclusively relating 
to the Irish Free State should be confided 
to a Minister Plenipotentiary accredited 
to the United States Government.” Sec- 
retary Hughes has replied that our Govy- 
ernment is in cordial agreement with the 
3ritish Government on this point, and 
would be glad to see the establishment 
of an Irish legation in Washington. Pro- 
fessor Smiddy has been prominently men- 
tioned for the position. 

This little noticed act is another step 
toward better relations between the Brit- 
ish Government and the American peo- 
ple as a whole. The Irish Free State is 
also proposing to appoint a Minister to 
France. 


The U. S. and the League 

R. HUGH S. GIBSON, the American 

Minister to Switzerland, now attend- 
ing the sessions of the League of Na- 
tions Commission on Disarmament at 
Geneva, declared on July 7, that the 
American Government is prepared to 
give appropriate consideration to any 
proposals and would welcome any draft 
convention for control of the traffic in 
arms and munitions which could be sub- 
mitted to the U. S. Congress with good 
prospect of ratification. 


The disarmament section of the League 
has decided to print the Draft Treaty of 
Disarmament and Security prepared by 
an American Committee as an annex to 
the official report which it will submit 
to the Assembly. This automatically 
puts the subject on the agenda and 
makes debate on the floor possible next 
September. 

According to an Associated Press dis- 
patch, “the officials of the disarmament 
department are greatly impressed by the 
American draft, which in many ways 
they deem a distinct improvement over 
the League compact of mutual assistance, 
which is now before all the Governments 
for their opinion. They especially com- 
mend the juridical features and the util- 
ization of the World Court of Justice.” 


Of Interest to F. P. A. Members 


IMPERIALISTIC AMERICA: THE CONTROL OF 
A HEMISPHERE, by Dr. Samuel Guy 
Inman. Atlantic Monthly for July. 


TOWARDS THE OUTLAWRY OF WAR, by Sen- 
ator W. E. Borah. New Republic, 
July 9, 1924. A discussion of the 
Draft Treaty of Disarmament and 
Security submitted by an American 
Committee to the League of Nations. 
the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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